AGENDA
SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION
March 4, 2021
7:00 P.M.
Remote Meeting via Zoom
Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://deerfieldil.zoom.us/j/83414121705?pwd=dUlCdUp0ZmlmZEErby9mNnFkcm5IQT09
Passcode: g!+gq4#F
Or Telephone:
US: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 558 8656
Webinar ID: 834 1412 1705
Passcode: 58844157

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Consideration of February 4, 2021 Meeting Minutes
4. Public Comment
Village residents wishing to respectfully share thoughts about any matter concerning the Village
may do so by submitting an email to sustainabilitycomment@deerfield.il.us prior to the
meeting. Emails received will be read aloud during Public Comment. Any e-mails received
during the meeting will be read during the second public comment before the end of the
meeting. We ask that you keep your emailed response to under 200 words to allow time for
others to be heard and for the Commission to progress through the public meeting agenda. In
addition, members of the public may provide oral comments by telephone or web-based video
conference during all meetings of the Commission during the time designated for public
comment provided that such comments do not exceed three minutes in duration. The
Commission typically does not immediately respond to public comments or engage in open
dialogue, but we are of course actively listening to your comments.
At least one representative from the Commission will be present at Village Hall and the virtual
meeting will be simulcast at Village Hall for members of the public who do not wish to view
the virtual meeting from another location. Pursuant to Restore Illinois Phase 4, the opportunity
to view the virtual meeting at Village Hall is available on a “first come, first-served” basis due
to limited capacity.
5. Residential Solid Waste Contract
a. Curbside Composting Campaign

6. Report of the Tree Subcommittee
a. Tree Preservation Ordinance

b. Tree Walk Program
c. 50/50 Parkway Tree Program

7. Community Solar Program
a. Yard Sign Campaign Request by Go Green Deerfield

8. Other Items for Discussion:
a. Update re: Aggregation 2.0 Program – 100% Renewable Energy
b. Reminders:
i. Earth Hour – March 27 - 8:30PM
ii. Earth Day – April 22
iii. Arbor Day – April 30

9. Public Comment
10. Next Meeting Date – Thursday, April 15 @ 7PM

MEETING MINUTES
SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION
February 4, 2021
A meeting of the Sustainability Commission was held on Thursday, February 4, 2021 via Zoom. The
meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.
In attendance were:
Present:
Don Anderson, Chairman
Maria Albulesco
Amy Call
Dick Heller
Karrah Krakovyak
Bill Mertes
Michael Shalen
Deborah Tomez
Brian Wolkenberg
Also present:
Andrew Lichterman, Assistant Village Manager
Determination to Hold Remote Meetings
In accordance with Mayor Rosenthal’s March 16, 2020, Executive Order, Chairman Anderson made a
determination that it is not prudent to hold in-person meetings of the Sustainability Commission until
further notice.
Introductions
Chairman Anderson welcomed new commissioners Deborah Tomez and Karrah Krakovyak
Consideration of Minutes
Commissioner Heller made a motion seconded by Commissioner Shalen to approve the minutes of the
January 9, 2020 meeting. The minutes were approved unanimously by a roll call vote.
Public Comment
Mr. Art Wilde submittal a Public Comment via email requesting that the Sustainability Commission
partner with Go Green Deerfield on a yard sign campaign to promote the Village’s Community Solar
Program. Specifically, Go Green Deerfield is asking the Commission to purchase 50 yard signs at a cost
of approximately $500 to start the campaign. Go Green Deerfield would be responsible for placing the
yard signs and rotating them to homes throughout the Village. Chairman Anderson thanked Mr. Wilde for
the comment and asked that this matter be placed on next month’s agenda for discussion.
New Residential Solid Waste Contract
Chairman Anderson reported that Lakeshore Recycling Systems (LRS) is the Village’s new residential
solid waste hauler effective April 1, 2021. He welcomed representatives Josh Connell and Bill Kenney of
LRS. Mr. Connell and Mr. Kenney reported they are excited to start the new program. In addition to
waste and recycling services, the program includes a new curbside composting program with a dedicated
35-gallon container for all single-family homes.
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Mr. Lichterman reported that staff is planning to compile materials to give away a “compost toolkit” to
assist residents with learning how to use their new compost containers. He noted that residents need help
learning what to do in the home. The toolkits would consist of a kitchen compost pail, compostable liners
and educational materials. The Commission supported the program. Mr. Lichterman is going to work
with Chairman Anderson and Commissioner Call to evaluate which kitchen compost pail to order.
Commissioner Wolkenberg recommended establishing metrics, such as diversion rates, that can be
measured to determine the success of the new compost program. He also suggested having some method
to receive feedback on the program during its initial roll-out.
Review of Tree Preservation Ordinance
Mr. Lichterman reported that staff is preparing a report to update the Village’s Tree Preservation
Ordinance. The report recommends establishing a definition for Heritage Trees with a higher mitigation
fee, providing an incentive for removal of invasive species and prevents planting of a monoculture. Mr.
Lichterman reported that staff has been meeting with Commissioner Call to discuss revisions to the
ordinance.
Chairman Anderson requested that the Tree Subcommittee meet to discuss the Tree Ordinance, potential
plans for the Tree Walk and promotion of the 50/50 Tree Program. Commissioner Mertes and
Commissioner Call will meet with Mr. Lichterman to discuss the tree related topics and report back to the
Commission at the next meeting.
100% Green Residential Aggregation Program
Mr. Lichterman reported that the NSEAC members will be issuing a Request for Proposals shortly.
Community Solar Program
Mr. Lichterman reported that the Village continues to promote the program and has over 200 sign ups to
date. He thanked Go Green Deerfield for their help promoting the program as well.
Earth Works Club
Mr. Lichterman reported that the Earth Works Club is trying to plant 315 trees in the Village to offset
their annual paper usage. Residents can request a tree to be planted during the month of April. Mr.
Lichterman will share the link and program information.
Other Items for Discussion
Commissioner Call reported that the Friends of the Chicago River are hosting the Chicago River Day on
May 8 at two locations in the Village. She also noted that Go Green Deerfield is in the early stages of
planning their annual Sustainable Yard Tour.
Next meeting Date
The next meeting date will be March 4 at 7 p.m.
Adjournment
Commissioner Mertes made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Heller. The
meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Andrew Lichterman
Assistant Village Manager

Memorandum
DATE:
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

March 2, 2021
Sustainability Commission
Andrew Lichterman, Assistant Village Manager / Director of Community Development
Organics Program Roll-out and Goals

Background
The Village has awarded a new solid waste contract to Lakeshore Recycling Systems (LRS) that will
commence on April 1, 2021. Notably, the new program includes a year-round curbside collection of
organics (i.e. food waste and landscape waste). Staff, in conjunction with the Sustainability Commission,
is preparing educational materials to assist with the roll-out of the new program and establishing goals
to measure the success of the program.
Resources and Educational Materials
Staff is working to assemble approximately 1,000 “compost toolkits” that will be available to residents
on a first-come, first-serve basis that will include the following:
 1-page compost education flyer with tips, best practices and resources to purchase additional
products
 2-gallon kitchen compost bin in the beige color with a white colored vented lid. Customer hot
stamp artwork will be included on the front of the bin. Vendor link:
https://www.novaproducts.ca/kitchen-organics-food-waste-bin.php
 3-gallon BPI certified compostable liner bags.

The Village has begun its electronic and print-media campaigns and in addition, LRS has mailed a tri-fold
brochure to all households.
While the general solid waste program information is being published, the Village will be contracting
with a consultant to directly assist with the creation of a compost specific education campaign over the
next 6-12 months. Staff will be working directly with Tracy Bugh of Civil Agents – Link:
https://civilagents.com/

Goals and Measurements
At the February 4, 2021 Sustainability Commission meeting, members expressed the need to measure
the success of the compost program. After reviewing the 2019 Solid Waste Management Plan Update
(“2019 Plan”) for Lake County, Illinois, as published on the Solid Waste Agency of Lake County (SWALCO)
website, I identified the Disposal Rate to be a key metric for the Village to measure our organics
program. The Disposal Rate has clear established goals in the 2019 Plan and the data will be readily
available from the waste hauler. Disposal Rates will be available at the County level as well as at the
individual community level so we will be able to compare are rates against other municipalities.
Disposal Rates are measured in units established as “pounds per capita per day” or “pcd” for short.
Table 2.4 shows the Disposal Rate goals established in the plan.

As shown in Table 2.5 below based on 2018 residential waste collection data provided by the haulers,
eight of SWALCO’s member communities are either meeting the 2015 residential goal of 1.60 pcd or the
2020 residential goal of 1.35 pcd.
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According to the 2019 Plan, organic material accounts for 24.9% of Lake County Landfill waste.
Specifically, 3.3% is attributable to yard waste material; 12.5% is attributable to food waste; and, 9.1% is
attributable to other organics.
A link to the complete 2019 Plan is available at the following link:
https://www.swalco.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/88
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FOOD AND
YARD WASTE

No Plastic / Glass / Metal
For more information, visit www.swalco.org

YES:

Fruits & Vegetables

Coﬀee Grounds &
Filters & Tea Bags

Shells & Bones

Meat, Fish,
Dairy & Bread

Uncoated Paper Plates,
Napkins & Pizza Boxes

Paper Bags, Paper Towels,
Newspaper & BPI Compostable Bags

Pasta & Rice

Paper Egg Cartons,
Eggshells & Nutshells

Plants & Trimmings, Flowers, Leaves,
Grass, Branches, House Plants & Weeds

NO:
█
█

█

█

█

Plastic Bags
Compostable/Biodegradable Plastic
(Utensils, Cups, Straws, Trays)
Plastic Containers and Trays
(Styrofoam, Carry Out and Freezer)
Plastic Coated Paper Products
(Plates, Cups, Boxes)
Paper Cartons
(Ice Cream, Milk and Juice)

█

█
█
█
█
█

Health and Hygiene Products
(Diapers, Pads, Bandages,
Wipes and Tissue)
Animal Waste and Pet Litter
Liquids, Oils and Grease
Rubber Bands and Twist Ties
Rocks, Brick and Concrete
Glass, Metal and Wood

VILLAGE OF DEERFIELD

NEW REFUSE, RECYCLING AND ORGANICS COLLECTION PROGRAM

BEGINNING

APRIL
2021

Lakeshore Recycling Systems (LRS) is excited to become the Village of Deerfield’s
new residential waste and recycling hauler, starting on April 1, 2021. We know that the
Deerfield residents have high standards when it comes to service, quality and value; we look
forward to exceeding those standards.
Under the Village’s new contract with LRS, most residents will see a modest decrease in service
costs, as well as improved waste, recycling and organics collection options.
This mailer will include essential information, which will help answer basic questions, and explain
your new services in greater detail. We hope you will keep this mailer handy, and use it as a
reference point as needed.

On your regular collection day, we ask that you have your carts out for service by 7AM. Per Village
ordinance, carts should not be placed at the curb earlier than sundown the night before your
collection day.

6132 Oakton Street
Morton Grove, IL 60053

SERVICE DAYS
Deerfield will now be serviced on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Should your service day
be changed, you will be notified of the new day by a sticker that will be placed on your cart, as well
as the inset map on this mailer.

Recycling Systems

A note that directs you not to use the new carts until
the first week of April will be attached with additional
pertinent information. The current carts you are using
will be removed during the first week of April by Waste
Management.

LAKESHORE

SERVICE TRANSITION
New service with LRS will start on April 1, 2021.
However, we will start delivering carts during the week of
March 22nd. A garbage, recycling and organics cart will
be placed curbside at your home.

SERVICE AREA

TRANSITION UPDATES

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO
•
You will have the option to choose which size of
garbage and recycling carts you would like to
use. Those sizes are: 95-gallon, 65-gallon and
35-gallon. To choose your cart, you can either
call our customer service at 844.NEED.LRS, or
register online through our dedicated web portal:
LRSrecycles.com/Deerfield.
•
The deadline to register by phone and online is
March 8, 2021. Should you choose not to register
for a cart, the default sizes will be 95-gallon for waste,
and 95-gallon for recycling. All Deerfield townhomes
will be delivered a 65-gallon for waste, and 65-gallon for recycling.
•
Please note that all Deerfield single-family homes will be delivered a 35-gallon organics
cart to compliment your waste and recycling cart.
IMPORTANT NOTE:
PLEASE LEAVE YOUR WASTE MANAGEMENT CART(S) ON THE CURBSIDE
ON THE LAST DAY OF YOUR SCHEDULED SERVICE.
LRS HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
LRS observes the following annual holidays.
New Year’s Day

Labor Day

Memorial Day

Thanksgiving

Independence Day

Christmas

If the holiday falls on a weekday prior to your regular service day, service will be delayed one
day. There will be no collection on the holiday.

VILLAGE OF
DEERFIELD
WASTE & RECYCLING
PROVIDER UPDATE
SERVICE@LRSRECYCLES.COM | 844.NEED.LRS

LRSRECYCLES.COM/DEERFIELD
DEERFIELD.IL.US

WASTE, RECYCLING AND ORGANICS CARTS
RESIDENTS WILL AUTOMATICALLY RECEIVE NEW
LRS REFUSE, RECYCLING AND ORGANICS CARTS

WASTE (GARBAGE) COLLECTION (UNLIMITED)
You will be provided one garbage cart by LRS,
which will be serviced on a weekly basis. Cart
size options: 35-gallon, 65-gallon and 95-gallon
(95-gallon will be the default size). One “bulk”
item a week may be placed out for collection at
no additional charge. Additional bulk items may
be placed out for collection but may result in a
service charge.
Additional waste carts may be rented at a
cost of $3.00 per month.
RECYCLING COLLECTION (UNLIMITED)
You will be provided one recycling cart by LRS, which will be serviced
on a weekly basis. Cart size options: 35-gallon, 65-gallon and
95-gallon (95-gallon will be the default size). Your recycling service will
continue to be defined as single-stream, which means most clean and
non-contaminated household items will be considered recyclable.
A list of acceptable and unacceptable items is included in this mailer.
(Please note: pizza boxes, plastic bags of any kind and textiles /
clothing are not acceptable recycling items.) Residents may place
out as much accepted recycling items as they wish each week
for collection. Overflow recycling materials do not need to be in a
container, but large cardboard boxes must be broken down in order
to be collected.
For a more detailed guideline on proper recycling steps, and acceptable items, please visit the SWALCO
(Solid Waste Agency of Lake County) for more information: www.swalco.org.
Additional recycling carts may be rented at a cost of $3.00 per month.
YARD WASTE COLLECTION
Similar to your waste and recycling service, LRS will provide standard
collection of properly placed yard waste material on a weekly basis.
This service is seasonal, and will run from April 1, through the week of
December 15. Yard waste stickers will be needed for bag service, and
may be purchased at the same retailers that currently sell stickers.
All yard waste must be placed in a proper receptacle, not to exceed
50lbs in weight. Paper kraft bags may also be used. User-owned cans
should not exceed 35-gallons, and should be clearly marked as “Yard
Waste.” Cans and kraft bags that contain excessive amounts of soil,
dirt or earth may go uncollected. LRS will also take bundles of sticks,
twigs and branches that are no more than 4’ in length, and 18” in
diameter.
Your yard waste collection day will be the same as your waste and recycling collection day. All items
and material should be placed out for collection by 7AM.

CONTACTING LRS

LRS’ DEERFIELD CUSTOMER SERVICE PHONE

844.NEED.LRS

LRS’ EMAIL FOR DEERFIELD RESIDENTS

SERVICE@LRSRECYCLES.COM

SERVICE INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
NEW FOOD WASTE COLLECTION PROGRAM
As part of the Village’s new contract with LRS, we are pleased to
offer Deerfield residents the ability to place organics material and
food waste out for weekly collection. Food waste, in particular,
accounts for approximately 20% of all waste that ends up in landfills.
With the organics/ food waste option, Deerfield residents will now
play a larger role in reducing this type of waste and help reduce
greenhouse gases in the process.
Each single-family home will be delivered one 35-gallon cart
to be used for organics (food waste/ yard waste). This service is
provided as part of your regular monthly charges.
This year-round service will take place on the same day as your
waste and recycling service. For a more detailed guideline on proper
food waste and organics steps, and acceptable items, please visit
the SWALCO (Solid Waste Agency of Lake County) for more
information: www.swalco.org.

BILLING AND PAYMENT INFORMATION
Similar to the current waste and recycling contract with Waste Management, you will continue to
be billed by the Village on your utility bill.

FOOD AND
YARD WASTE

No Plastic / Glass / Metal
For more information, visit www.swalco.org

YES:

Fruits & Vegetables

Coﬀee Grounds &
Filters & Tea Bags

Shells & Bones

Dairy & Bread

Uncoated Paper Plates,

Pasta & Rice

Paper Egg Cartons,

Improperly prepared materials placed for collection will not be collected. LRS will tag the items
left behind for the resident, communicating the non-compliance preventing the collection.

Paper Bags, Paper Towels,
Newspaper & BPI Compostable Bags

NO:
█
█

█

█

█

Plastic Bags
Compostable/Biodegradable Plastic
(Utensils, Cups, Straws, Trays)
Plastic Containers and Trays
(Styrofoam, Carry Out and Freezer)
Plastic Coated Paper Products
(Plates, Cups, Boxes)
Paper Cartons
(Ice Cream, Milk and Juice)

█

█
█
█
█
█

Health and Hygiene Products
(Diapers, Pads, Bandages,
Wipes and Tissue)
Animal Waste and Pet Litter
Liquids, Oils and Grease
Rubber Bands and Twist Ties
Rocks, Brick and Concrete
Glass, Metal and Wood

BULK ITEMS
One “bulk” item may be placed out for collection each week at no additional cost. “Bulk” items are
defined as items too large to fit into your waste cart, and 50lbs in weight or less. “Bulk” items do
not include “white” goods (appliances like refrigerators, washing machines, etc) or electronic waste,
certain types of construction debris (concrete, stone, masonry etc.), dirt, tree stumps and engines,
among other items.
For additional “bulk” collection outside of the weekly limit of one item, please contact LRS to schedule
service. Each additional item will be charged based on the item.
CHRISTMAS TREES
One Christmas tree will be collected at no charge curbside
from January 2 through January 25. This will include real
trees only, which are free of chemicals and sprays.
WHITE GOODS
As part of the Village’s new contract with LRS, residents
will be allowed to schedule the removal of white goods on
mutually agreeable days, at no charge. “White” goods are
generally defined as appliances like refrigerators, washers
and dryers, ovens, but include other items as well.
ELECTRONIC WASTE
Residents will be able to drop off an unlimited amount of electronic waste at a designated location
twice per year. Please check the Village’s website periodically for more information.
SHREDDING EVENT
Consistent with past years, LRS will provide the Village an annual “Shred” event, which will allow
Deerfield residents to safely purge and shred old documents. Please check the Village’s website
periodically for more information.
PORTABLE RESTROOMS AND DUMPSTERS
LRS has expanded our temporary services division to
create an easier customer experience, whether for a
large construction site or a homeowner with a renovation
or clean-out project. As the second largest portable
toilet business in Illinois, LRS provides safe and sanitary
restrooms for any occasion, from construction remodels,
to large events and outdoor weddings.
Additionally, LRS holds over 20 years of roll-off dumpster
experience, and we guarantee service operations will be
timely and above expectations. An LRS representative
will work with you to select the appropriate box so that
your project continues to run smoothly.

MISSED COLLECTION PICKUP
Please contact LRS at 844.NEED.LRS to notify LRS Customer Service your waste material was
not collected. If you would prefer to email, please send your name, phone number, full address
and specifically what material was not collected (garbage, recycle, organics, yard waste, large
item, etc.) to Service@LRSrecycles.com.

PAPER

Newspaper and inserts		
Computer printouts		
Glossy brochures		
Stationery			
Envelopes			
Cardboard boxes		

RECYCLABLE MATERIALS
Magazines, catalogs & phone books
Hanging file folders (remove metal & trash it)
Index cards			
Fax paper				
Junk mail				
Brown paper grocery bags		

Office paper/ notebooks
Pastel sticky notes
Greeting cards
Manila folders
Chipboard/Paperboard
Paperback books

• Recyclable items must be clean
• NO used paper plates or pizza boxes, or fluorescent paper (they contaminate the paper
stream with food, dye, or plastic coating) If pizza box top is clean you can tear it off and
recycle it.
• NO paper towels, tissues, or napkins, which are not recyclable because the fibers are too
small to reuse (please compost them with kitchen food scraps if possible)
• NO Shredded Paper – Loose shredded paper causes major sorting problems in the
recycling facilities
• NO frozen food boxes, which are made of a hybrid of paper and plastic, and are not wanted
by paper mills
• NO paper cups, which are also made of a hybrid of paper and plastic rendering them
unrecyclable
ALUMINUM CANS AND FOIL
Aluminum cans		
Aluminum foil 			

Pie plates & trays

CARTONS
Milk, Soup, and Juice cartons and boxes
STEEL/TIN CANS
Food cans and lids		
Metal paint cans and lids 		
Empty aerosol cans
• NO utensils, propane tanks, wire hangers, or small appliances
GLASS BOTTLES AND JARS
All colors are accepted
• NO window or auto glass, bakeware, ceramics, mirrors, light bulbs, coffee pots or drinking
glasses
PLASTIC CONTAINERS
Plastic bottles 		
Plastic tubs			
Plastic jugs
• NO plastic bags or plastic film (plastic wraps, sandwich bags, freezer bags, tarps)
• NO plastic utensils or plates (plastic wraps, sandwich bags, freezer bags, tarps), cups, lids
or straws
• NO candy wrappers, cereal bags, potato chip bags, or snack bags
• NO empty motor oil, pesticide, or chemical bottles
• NO Styrofoam, polystyrene (do not put in curbside bin)

Tree Subcommittee Meeting – February 25, 2021 @ 7PM
Tree Ordinance - Link to proposed Ordinance:
http://www.deerfield.il.us/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_03012021-730
Summarize Major tenants of ordinance for the Commission
 Heritage Tree, Monoculture language, credit for removal of invasives (i.e. buckthorn)
Provide example of Species A, B, and C trees
Note: $40,000 in mitigation revenue annually. $400,000 in Forestry expenditures; $250,000 of which is directly
related to tree health, maintenance and plantings.
Do/can we provide species list so residents pick good quality trees?
Can we leverage purchasing power for residents to receive discount pricing?
At what interval do we re-evaluate our ordinance to see if it is effective?
Tree Walk
Very successful event last year.
Possible Locations: Jaycee Park, Maplewood Park, Woodland Park
Possible Dates: September 25, or Oct 2
Goals/Objectives: same as last year – assist residents with identifying good/bad tree practices, diseases, etc.
Amy to talk with the Park District about possible locations.
Andrew to discuss with Arborist once more details are finalized.
Tree Planting Work Day
Poor turnout and participation last year
Work Day – do not plan it but instead point people to work days that are already programmed and turn-key.
Friends of the Chicago River Day, May 8 at Trinity Church and Briarwood Trail Tree Park. Amy to share promo
materials when available. Can we get businesses involved?
https://www.chicagoriver.org/programs/on-the-ground-projects/chicago-river-day
50/50 Parkway
Amy – remove suggests removal of chanticleer Pear. Andrew to ask arborist to review.
2017: 19
2018: 38
2019: 34
2020: 61
What is best timing to promote? Fall program.
Can we include a “wet or dry” site location on the description of each tree?
Source: “Possibility Place” – main supplier for Lake County Forest Preserve Native Plant Sale.
Emphasize straight natives.
Edit application – Can we remove - “I understand additional trees may be ordered, but only one tree per year
is subsidized by the Village” – is this true? Is it necessary?

Memorandum
Public Works & Engineering Department

To:

Kent Street
Village Manager

From:

Robert Phillips, P.E
Director of Public Works and Engineering

Date:

February 16, 2021

Subject: Village of Deerfield Tree Ordinance
Proposed Amendment

History:
The Village of Deerfield Codified the Tree Preservation Ordinance in 2005. The purpose of the
Ordinance is to allow for redevelopment of land, to the greatest extent possible, while maintaining
existing trees and promoting repopulation of the urban forest. Among other things, the Tree
Preservation Ordinance is intended to preserve trees as a valuable resource of the community, encourage
tree protection, and aid in the control of storm water runoff.
The tree preservation manual offers guidance regarding specific landscaping plans for residential
development, tree permitting requirements, tree pruning, planting, and removal of nuisance trees. To
accomplish the goals set forth, the Ordinance includes specific information regarding the administration
and proper execution of redevelopment including preservation plans, pre-construction inspections, fees
for engineering and Forester plan review, and assigns mitigation values to certain trees.
Each tree within the Village is assigned a class rating (A, B, or C) and in accordance with that rating, a
mitigation value is assigned. While all trees within the Village require a permit for removal, healthy
trees are assigned a mitigation value based upon the species/class, condition and size of the tree (in
caliper inches). Protected trees are assigned a mitigation value of $125 per caliper inch diameter of the
trunk and can be reduced based upon the class of the tree and its condition.
The Ordinance was amended in 2014 to include regulations on tree “topping”. Tree topping is the
severe cutback of a tree’s limbs within the crown to such a degree so as to remove the canopy and
disfigure the tree. Tree topping may be used as a roundabout way to cause decline in tree, indirectly
causing the reduction of mitigation value and/or fees assessed by the Village during the permitting
process.

Tree Ordinance
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Proposed Amendments:
In cooperation with the Village’s forestry Consultant, the Go Green Group and the Village of Deerfield
Sustainability Commission, Staff is proposing several changes to the Ordinance. The changes are
intended to bring the Code up to date with our current practice and modify certain parameters within the
Ordinance that may further enhance the goals of preserving existing trees and promoting repopulation
and diversity of the urban forest. The proposed changes are as follows:
Heritage Trees:
Several surrounding communities have special designations for trees that are considered more valuable
than a regular protected tree. A common designation is “Heritage Tree”, which can be defined as any
sub-species of a sufficiently sized Oak (>30”), Maple, Hickory, Ironwood, or Walnut. A higher
mitigation value of $175 (vs. $125) per caliper inch may be charged for trees falling within this
category. Example: An oak tree that is 30” in diameter and has a condition rating of 3 would currently
be assigned a mitigation value of $1,875 (30 x 0.5 x $125). As a Heritage tree that same oak tree would
be assigned a mitigation value of $5,250 (30 x $175).
Monoculture Planting:
Many owners/developers that modify lands within the Village have the desire to plant new trees and
shrubs in an effort to beautify a recent development. Planting new trees is encouraged within the
Village and as such a proportion of the previously collected mitigation fee can be refunded once planting
is complete. However, there is a tendency for developers to plant many trees of a single species group
on a property. Planting too many of one species of tree creates a monoculture which does not
accomplish the goal of the tree ordinance. Examples of monoculture planting include the over use of
Ash and Elm trees. Planting a monoculture allows for future decimation of the urban forest if an
invasive borer or other disease focuses on a certain species of tree. Therefore, limiting the planting
quantity of a single species of tree will promote a more diverse urban forest with better longevity. See
Photos below.
Species Rating Guide:
The current Tree Preservation Administrative Manual contains a section regarding “species rating”.
Within this section of the manual tree species are categorized as Class A, B, or C. Each Class rating
plays a role in assessing a mitigation fee when a tree is proposed for removal under Ad-Hoc or as part of
land redevelopment. Class ratings also apply when plating trees warrants a refund of mitigation fees.
Modifications to the Species Rating Guide is recommended to ensure that the Ordinance is keeping up
with the current recommendations of the Illinois Arborist Association. Specifically, eliminating or
revising the mitigation value, and refund value, of certain species of trees, including but not limited to:
Ash, Elm, and Arborvitae.
Credit for Removal of Invasive Species:
Commonly known invasive species, specifically Buckthorn, are often maintained as ridged walls of
dense foliage that can block sight lines or delineate property boundaries. Buckthorn easily becomes a
dominant species within an area choking out native plant species, facilitating the growth of other
invasive species, and has negative effects on wildlife and water quality. Therefore, it is in the best
interest of the Village to encourage residents and developers to remove buckthorn whenever possible.
Staff is recommending that a credit be offered to those removing buckthorn on their property. The credit

Tree Ordinance
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would be in the form of reduced mitigation that would otherwise be assessed for the removal of other
trees as part of ad-hoc or land redevelopment.

Conclusion:
The Village of Deerfield codified the Tree Preservation Ordinance in 2005 and amended the Ordinance
in 2014. The purpose of the Ordinance is to allow for redevelopment of land, to the greatest extent
possible, while maintaining existing trees and promoting repopulation of the urban forest. Staff has
recognized several aspects of the Ordinance that are in need of refinement. All of the proposed
refinements would further strengthen the Ordinance and advance the Village’s goal of protecting the tree
inventory.
Staff will be available at the February 16, 2021 Village Board meeting to present recommendations.
Upon acceptance of the report and recommendation, staff will prepare the Amended Ordinance for a
subsequent Village Board meeting.

Before/After photos of a Ash Tree monoculture in Deer Run

Before- Photo taken in 2012

After- Photo taken in 2019

Andrew Lichterman
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Art Wilde <art@artwilde.com>
Thursday, February 4, 2021 5:12 PM
Sustainability Commission Comment
Andrew Lichterman; Camilla Dadey; George McClintick
[SUSTAIN COMM PUBLIC COMMENT] 2-4-21 Meeting: Promo Partner Proposal from
Go Green Deerfield

Greetings Sustainability Commission,
We are writing to invite the Sustainability Commission to join Go Green Deerfield in supporting the Village’s
North Shore Community Solar program. More specifically, we would like to partner with you on a Yard Sign
promotion designed to help drive subscriptions with residents.
#DeerfieldGoesSolar focuses on Deerfield residents “Going Solar”. It is designed to show residents that their
neighbors are going solar and they can too. It has two main components: 1) Social media and 2) Yard
Signs. Social media began in mid-December. We’ve had great results engaging with the community and
helping to move folks to sign up.
Now, it’s on to the yard sign component of the campaign!





Yard signs for enrolled residents stating:
o “We Went Solar!” You can too @northshorecommunitysolar.com
o (see attached mock up for your review)
Volunteers rotate 50 signs every 3 weeks (for 3 months) around the community
o Keeps messaging fresh + cuts down waste
Quantity/ Budget: 50 signs & stands/ $515

Our proposal to partner is as follows:
GGD: Manage all of the leg work (i.e. yard sign artwork/ production, secure community solar subscribers to
“host” signs, homes to exhibit signs, sign rotation volunteer recruiting/ logistics).
Sustainability Commission: Sign art design input, Sign cost ($515), and optionally participate in as much or as
little of- sign hosting, finding hosts, and/ or sign rotation volunteer efforts.
Village Staff: Track resident sign up/ registrations for community solar.
What do you think? Would the Sustainability Commission be interested in giving this a try? Together, we can
take the Village’s community solar sign-up to the next level!
We are happy to discuss any questions and look forward to hearing your response!
Kind regards,
Art Wilde & Camilla Dadey
Go Green Deerfield
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P.S.- (Optional Read). If you would like to further the partnership by getting involved with the
#DeerfieldGoesSolar Social Media component of the campaign, we welcome your involvement! Here’s a brief
overview:




Launch Month (Dec ‘20): Post picture of residents that have joined CS holding sign “”We Went Solar!”
#DeerfieldGoesSolar
Month 3: Post “Why we went Solar” testimonials
Month 6: Community ambassadors- encourage people on their block to go solar

Art Wilde
Leadership Coach
Certified- Integral Master Coach™
A.F.Wilde Consulting, Inc.
art@artwilde.com
(847) 226-7002
www.linkedin/in/artwilde
"Integral Coach" is a trade mark in Canada owned by Integral Coaching Canada Inc., and licensed to Art Wilde
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North Shore Community Solar
Number of

Town

Number of Post
Cards Sent

Number of Accounts Percentage of Enrollments Sent
Out
on Waitlist
Total

Number
Enrolled

Enrollment
Conversion Rate

Enrolled kW Subscriptions

City of Highland Park
Village of Skokie
City of Lake Forest
Village of Deerfield
Village of Northbrook
Village of Lake Bluff
Village of Glencoe
Billing Address Outside NS

10,505
20,709
6,525
6,509
11,851
1,883
2,678

264
120
170
238
222
64
86
32

2.51%
0.58%
2.61%
3.66%
1.87%
3.40%
3.21%

209
99
142
201
177
54
70
27

64
42
53
85
50
16
19
7

31%
42%
37%
42%
28%
30%
0%
26%

440.3
232.5
512.9
580.4
351.8
105.3
125.5
48.4

TOTAL

60,660

1196

1.97%

979

336

34%

2397.1

Notes:
Town counts based on billing addresses (not premise address). If a billing address is outside the above towns, we cannot identify which town it pertains to.

Andrew Lichterman
Subject:

FW: Events shared from our Earthworks students - if the Village is interested, as well

Hey everyone! DHS ILYCS Environmental Ambassadors are hosting an event this April to offset Deerfield
High School’s paper usage in a year. Our goal is to plant 315 trees around Deerfield and we need your help! If
you would like to request a tree to be planted in your yard by volunteers (masks required) on April 24th, please
go to tree-plenishevents.org/deerfield and click “request a tree.” Tree requests close on March 24th. You can
have your tree planted in honor of someone, to honor a graduating senior, or just for fun! Please let an
ambassador know if you have any questions, and help us better the environment by planting as many trees as we
can!

Thanks, Lisa Johnson and Joe Pighetti

Lisa Johnson
Assistant to PE/Health/Traffic Safety/Applied & Fine Arts/Mail-Room
Co-Sponsor Earthworks Club - keep recyclingMail

ljohnson@dist113.org
224-632-3350
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